Essay Plan – Louisa Parmeter 
QUESTION - It is widely believed that humour is a key aspect of Australian national identity. But to what extent is there a single, uniquely Australian type of humour? Discuss. 


Thesis 
This essay will discuss how humour plays a considerably large role in what we know to be Australian identity, why it is different from other parts in the world, how we use it to cope and for bonds as well as tackle challenging social constructs. 


Point 1 
A general overview of what is uniquely/commonly shown in Australian humour, and how it id different to other part of the world. It will also highlight some of the similarities to English humour (as this is where white Australia has derived from). 


Point 2 
Talk about how Australians have adopted ‘mickey-taking’ as a part of our culture. The way we exaggerate characteristics of others, often at their expense, for comedic effect. 
It will also discuss how it is commonly used in society to ‘weed out’, meaning used to gage the bond you may be able to form with a person or group, as well as a potential hierarchy.  


Point 3 
This will acknowledge the way that we (more predominantly in Indigenous Australians) use humour to cope with trauma, grief and systemic abuse.
It will discuss the personal connections we can build through humour, and the way we use it to relate to people about political issues, social issues and history. 


Conclusion 
Despite having many similarities to other parts of the world, alongside our colourful past and rich culture, our use of humour is uniquely Australian. Summary of main statements about and a restatement of the thesis written above. 
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